
Welcome to AP Lit
Summer = Read!

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/homegoing-yaa-gyasi/1122713500?ean=9781101971062
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/great-expectations-charles-dickens/1116627604?ean=9781593081164
https://flatbush.zoom.us/rec/share/__1qcanf6ExLbKfi4n_QQJIvO7v-X6a81CUW_vQMzkt1kqaFQuLwiipjlPqb6C_e
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/pride-and-prejudice-jane-austen/1002057084?ean=9780141439518
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/1984-george-orwell/1100009100?ean=9780451524935
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/frankenstein-mary-shelley/1116608310?ean=9781593081157


Dear A.P. English Student, 

You have elected to take a most exciting class in your senior year which requires a great deal of 
dedication and effort. 

Please read below for the summer reading assignments for this course. Read the material carefully 
before beginning the assignments. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to email me. Be sure to 
complete all the assignments prior to the first day of school. Assignments in this class are only 
accepted on or before the due date, and all work must be submitted by hard copy and through 
turnitin.com. By preparing in advance, you will enhance the possibility of achieving a score of 4 or 
5 as well as easing the burden of the heavy reading necessary for this college level class. Don't 
forget that you will have other responsibilities during the coming year, but not to the exclusion of 
your obligations for this class! 

Have a well-deserved rest and a great vacation! 

Sincerely,

Mica Bloom

English Department Chair 

mbloom_te@flatbush.org



Yes, assignments plural! Please note that it does not say “Summer Reading Assignments,” as there is a 
lot of writing involved. First words of AP Lit Wisdom- do not, do not, do not, DO NOT wait until the 
weekend before school begins to start your work! Remember, “To read without reflecting is like 
eating without digesting” -Edmund Burke 

PART I – Read How to Read Literature like a Professor 

Thomas Foster’s excellent book How to Read Literature like a Professor is the first place to start. This 
is an exceptionally helpful text as Foster focuses on literary essentials: literary models, motifs and 
narrative devices, and major themes. Hopefully some of what you read will be familiar to you, and 
some will be new, allowing you to read your summer novels with fresh ideas. It is important that you 
read this book first, as it will be of great help to you. 



PART II – Book of your choice and Summer Essay 

Choose ONE of the following books 

: All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr OR 

: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley OR

: Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen OR

: 1984 by George Orwell  OR

: Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

Writing Assignment: After reading your book of choice, you will write a 3-4 page critical analysis using three of the 
techniques that Foster details in the book How to Read Literature like a Professor. Your essay must include a strong, 
arguable thesis supported by adequate textual evidence, be at least 5-6 paragraphs in length (including an introduction 
and conclusion). Please avoid plot summary. This assignment will be collected on the FIRST day of school; please note 
that late assignments will be penalized 5 points for each day the assignment is late. In other words, don’t be late! 



PART III – Read Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi

PART IV – Read the essay “Good Reading and Good Writing” by Vladimir Nabokov 

Using Nabokov’s three prong definition of “a major writer” discuss, using details from the novel, whether you think Yaa 
Gyasi falls into this category. Your essay must include a strong, arguable thesis supported by adequate textual 
evidence from Homegoing, be at least 5-6 paragraphs in length (including an introduction and conclusion). Please avoid 
plot summary. This assignment will be collected on the FIRST day of school.

Good Readers and Good Writers By Vladimir Nabokov 














